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PREFACE .
Forestry in the Pacific Northwest has made many advances in the last decade or so and perhaps none is
more significant than that of the use of chemical fertilizers. Throughout the region, landowners are
now applying large quantities of nitrogen and other elements to young stands to increase growth and
improve the economic gain from forest operations.

Responding to the need for current cumprahé:nsive information in all aspects of fertilization, the Col-
lege of Forest Resources and the U.S. Forest Service Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment
Station sponsored a three-day conference at Alderbrook Inn in September 1979. At the conference
invited speakers from the United States and abroad addressed the topics that are of concern, ranging
from economics through mineral cycling and growth response. In addition to the formal presentations

of invited papers, informal evening discussions contributed to the opportunity for obtaining new ideas
and new information.

This document represents the most comprehensive collection of information related to forest fertiliza-
tion in the Pacific Northwest that is available today. It will be a useful tool for both managers and
scientists who are involved in any of the many aspects of improving forest growth by manipulation of
mineral nutrition in forest stands.
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